The Southern California Traction Club Visits the 
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

September 15, 2007

During July 2007, The Southern California Traction Club (SCTC) was invited by Stacey Atchley, Director of Donor Stewardship and Planning Giving Officer Advancement, to display at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County (NHM) as a feature of a member-only function, Grandparents Day.  Stacey is shown during the show with George Huckaby, SCTC Secretary/Treasurer.
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Although the Museum mainly wanted the display for the three hours of the Grandparents Day festivities, the club elected to display for two days, Saturday, September 8th and Sunday, September 9th due to the length of time it takes to set up the display and get the cars running properly.  The club display was located in the North American Mammals Hall. 
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This hall of dioramas, first installed in 1930,
features real animals preserved through
taxidermy. It provides a closer view of large,
exotic animals than would be possible at

a zoo. The visitor experiences an array of
environments through foregrounds that imitate
actual habitats. Skillfully painted curved
backgrounds provide perspective and suggest a
vast natural setting in just a few square feet.
Today, these historically significant dioramas
continue to amaze.

In 2005, background paintings and featured
mammals (many of which are now threatened
or endangered) were cleaned and restored.

This, and the introduction of additional birds

and insects, plus an updating of diorama labels,
ve revived the original effects and scientific

ns of the hall.




 
The club was located just in front of the buffalo display shown in the next photo. In the early morning, when the hall was not completely illuminated, some of us thought that some of those animals actually “moved”.
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The Museum even provided us with a Continental breakfast on Sunday morning. This museum has a constant stream of visitors all day long from the time that it opens until the time that the doors close.  Every visitor entering the facility was handed the following handout. What better advertising can a model railroad club get!
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Whoo Whoo! Check out the amazing model train layout the Southern California
Traction Club has created and join us for regular model train presentations all weekend
long. The SCTC specializes in historic Los Angeles displays and has spectacular scale
models of the city, streetcars, and trolleys.

Critter Club: Watery Wil
10 am - 11 am; Meet at the South Doors.

Fish, turtles, alligators and otters! Kick off your hiking shoes and put on your flippers as
we explore the Watery Wilderness. You'll be surprised at what or who you might find
there! Critter Club is a special program for children ages 3-5 (and their accompanying
adult) on select Saturdays of each month. Activities are available on a first-come, first-
served basis and are FREE with paid Museum admission.
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11 am; Discovery Center (Ground Floor)

Crafts
11 am - 3 pm; Discovery Center (Ground Floor)

Story Time
1 pm; Discovery Center (Ground Floor)

Gallery Exploration Tour
2 pm; Meet at the Dueling Dinos (1% Floor)
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10 am - 5 pm; North American Mammal Hall (1% Floor)

‘Whoo Whoo! Check out the amazing model train layout the Southern
California Traction Club has created and join us for regular model train
presentations all weekend long. The SCTC specializes in historic Los
Angeles displays and has spectacular scale models of the city, streetcars,
and trolleys.

Li imal Pr .
11 am; Discovery Center (Ground Floor)

Crafts

11 am - 3 pm; Discovery Center (Ground Floor)

1 pm; Discovery Center (Ground Floor)

Gallery Exploration Tour
2 pm; Meet at the Dueling Dinos (1 Floor)

Live Animal Presentation
3 pm; Discovery Center (Ground Floor)





The SCTC has a main goal to display at as many non-railroad related public functions as possible. The club feels that the non-model railroad related public rarely, if ever, gets to see model trains and especially model trolleys operated from overhead wires. This is the only source for new modelers, new hobbyists and new ideas to reinvigorate the hobby. This was an excellent opportunity to allow the grandparents to remember the “good ole times” and share them with the younger members of their families.  They did.

The staff at NHM was extremely friendly, co-operative and competent.  We were treated much better than usually is the case at model train shows. The club was treated as a member of the “family”, an atmosphere, which seems to encompass all of the staff that we met. Danielle Lacharite, Vice-President of annual Giving, allowed us to store our module rack in her office for the weekend. Wesley Oakley, Audio Visual Coordinator, and his assistant, treated the club and the display as if we were “movie stars”. They expended considerable effort to set up ten huge stage lights customized for our display that illuminated the modules like never before, giving a natural early morning or late evening look to the display. Six of those lights can be seen in the next photo. At the end of the display, they waited until we were completely dismantled before shutting down the lights. The club was even provided with a “Continental” type breakfast on the second day of the display and was given some passes so that we can see the museum at our leisure on our own time.  The entire display is shown lower left. The four members of the club who conducted the two-day display are shown below right, George Jones, Pete DeBeers, George Huckaby and John McWhirter 
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Some of the items displayed were a group of Philadelphia trolley models from MTS Imports, Inc. The previous photo shows two Nearside cars (6217 and 6216) and four 1923 Double End Brill Cars (5333, 5231, 5263, 5322). The 5333 had been modified by Custom Traxx to represent one of the 16 cars modernized in 1941 with herringbone gears, leather seats, different brake valves, air-operated windshield wipers and lowered destination signs among others. The PRT ordered 135 of these cars in 1923 and placed them in the 5200-5334 series. The sixteen cars that were completely modernized was 5201, 5205, 5210, 5221, 5223, 5235, 5244, 5261, 5306, 5323, 5326, 5327, 5328, 5329, 5330 and 5333. 

The 5333 is shown in the original paint scheme after modernization. This car is a modified MTS 5200 class car. 
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The sixteen cars were placed in service on Route 52, Midvale Avenue, and ran there until the route was abandoned in 1956. They were then shifted to Route 60, Allegheny Avenue, but when that route was turned over to PCC cars, they went to West Philadelphia for Route 46, 58th and 60th Streets, and were the last double end cars to run in regular service in Philadelphia in August 1957. 

For those who do not believe it, the next photo shows Suydam Pacific Electric Ry. “Blimp” 418 negotiating a 9” radius curve on the 970 demonstration loop module.
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Elsewhere on the layout, Los Angeles Railway 56, newly equipped with a Hollywood Foundry LoBoy drive, specifically designed for the Soho Los Angeles Railway Cars exits the new loop installed last month on module 990. 
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The latest offering from MTS Imports, Inc was also shown, the 1941 Brilliner from the Philadelphia Suburban Transportation Company (PSTCo). The model, PSTCo 2 is shown below right just after completion of painting and lettering by Custom Traxx. Behind that model is PSTCo 77 (1932 Brill Lightweight Model also by MTS). Next model is another MTS model, PSTCo 68 (1925 Brill Center Door Interurban). The final PSTCo model is a resin model of the 11-24 series 1949 interurbans with Bowser power. All four models painted by Custom Traxx. Also on display were the San Francisco ‘F-line’ PCC cars painted by Custom Traxx in the mid-1990s. Shown (l to r) below left are models of Cars 1060 (Newark), 1059 (Boston), 1058 (Chicago), 1056 (Kansas City), 1063 (Baltimore) and 1051 (San Francisco). Pete DeBeers’ Columbus, Delaware & Marion (CD&M) Parlor Car was also displayed on a siding (third photo).
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The White Tower Restaurant and the Palace Theater, both built from commercially available kits and superdetailed by club members were noted by many of the visitors. The brass CD&M car and the Palace Theater were the subject of sketches by a local art Student.
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The widely accepted display was available to the public on Saturday, July 8th from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM and on Sunday, July 9th from 7:00 AM to 4:30 PM. Many of the public remarked that they had “never seen” or “never heard of” operating trolley models from live overhead wires. Reactions were concentrated on the subway station on module 061A, the White Tower restaurant with the fluorescent lights, the Palace Theater, the “Walking Beam” and the strategically placed personnel and animal figures. None of the young children missed Mater, Lightning McQueen and Doc Hudson, who were strategically placed around the display. But the walking visitors about three feet tall really congregated around the subway station.  Aidan Oakley, shown below, was typical of the younger visitors that just stood there and watched the trains come through the station.
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Lisa Oakley, Wes Oakley’s wife, provided many of the photos in this report.  Operating trolley cars for the public results in much more appreciation than from the model train enthusiasts who have seen them many times before. The younger children all acted like most of us did years ago when the trains were running in the department stores. 

SCTC Report on the NHM Display
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